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Background to the Profile

This report focuses on participation rates and the political and welfare links to participation rates across regions. It starts with tables showing the
lowest and highest regional participation rates and the corresponding stereotypes for each. It continues with (green) charts based on the February
Quarter 2015 Participation Rates and continues with relevant (red) charts from recent elections.

This profile is based on jobs data collected by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. The primary source is the monthly Labour Force survey by
Regions (6291.0.55.001), but includes national data from 6202.0, detailed quarterly data from 6291.0.55.003, earnings by industry 6302.0 Job
Vacancies Australia 6354.0 and Demographic Statistics 3101.0. We have also made some use of ABS data on underemployment and labour
underutilisation. As detailed data is only available in Original form, we use this, unless otherwise stated to be Trend or Seasonally Adjusted.

The modelling used by ADS compares this cross section of data with our Elaborate database and uses inferential statistics to project these sample
results onto all Australian postcodes and Commonwealth Electoral Divisions. Material in the ADS Elaborate database is based on data from the
ABS Census, Electoral Commissions, Household Expenditure Surveys modelled by MDS Data Systems, data on home loan arrears and a wide
range of published data on political and economic behaviour.

We present here, in Correlation Tables, the correlation between our database and the relevant jobs figures by region. The correlations have been
ranked to typically show those which are normally significant to 95 percent or more (0.21). In other words, there’s a five percent probability the
correlations in the table are due to chance. The higher the correlation, plus or minus, the lower the probability it is due to chance.

The Correlation Charts should be read the same way as the worm debating chart — the zero line is neutral and the score heightens as the
correlation increases its distance above or below the zero line. A positive correlation shown well above the zero line means that the demographic
group in question is concentrated in regions or suburbs with high levels of the relevant jobs figure. A negative correlation well below the zero
line means they’re concentrated in regions or suburbs where the jobs figure is lower.
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Part Rate

Part Rate
Labour Force Regions Feb Qtr 15
Richmond - Tweed 47.9
Wide Bay 49.0
Southern Highlands and Shoalhaven 50.7
Sydney - South West 51.6
Logan - Beaudesert 53.7
Mid North Coast 54.2
Central Coast 55.5
Murray 57.3
Toowoomba 58.5
Cairns 58.7
Launceston and North East 58.9

lLavobe -Gippstana | s89)

lllawarra 59.0
Mandurah 59.1
Western Australia - Wheat Belt 59.2
South Australia - South East 59.4
New England and North West 59.4
Sydney - Inner South West 59.6
West and North West 59.7
Hunter Valley exc Newcastle 60.0

60.1
Adelaide - South 60.4
South Australia - Outback 60.6
Adelaide - North 60.6

61.0

61.0

61.2
Central West 61.4
Coffs Harbour - Grafton 61.7

62.0

)
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Aust Feb 2015

Variables Means Qtr
Fem Notin labour force 38.7 -0.80
Notin labour force 27.1 -0.78
Aged Pension 15.4 -0.75
Fam $800-999 7.8 -0.72
Per Capita Welfare Income $5,729 -0.71
Fem Inc $300-399 12.1 -0.71

8.1 -0.71
8] 07

8.6 -0.70
Inc $400-599 9.2 -0.70
Inc $300-399 75 -0.70
Fem Aged 70-74 3.4 -0.66
Aged 75-79 24 -0.65
Aged 70-74 3.2 -0.65
Fem Inc $200-299 11.6 -0.65
Fem 75-79 three kids 0.8 -0.65
Fem Aged 75-79 2.7 -0.64
persons 65-74 Married 6.2 -0.64

9.0 -0.63
persons 75-84 Married 3.0 -0.63
Fem Retail 13.0 -0.63
Fam $1000-1249 7.8 -0.63
Fem Aged 65-69 4.3 -0.63
Rent $225-274 11.7 -0.61
Fem Inc $400-599 13.9 -0.61
Fem Aged 60-64 5.6 -0.61
Aged 65-69 4.3 -0.61
Fem 70-74 three kids 11 -0.60
persons 75-84 Not Married 24 -0.60
Fem Health & social assist 19.7 -0.59

Table 1. Low Participation Rate
profiles Feb Quarter 2015.

At far left we see the 30 Australian
Labour Force regions with the lowest
participation rates for the February
Quarter 2015.

In the centre we have the demographic
groups which are located
disproportionately within these
regions.

We are looking at rural, provincial and
sea change retirement regions across
all six states, punctuated by some very
low income blue collar regions
formerly reliant on manufacturing jobs.

Demographically these regions contain
high numbers of older persons no
longer in the workforce, living on the
aged pension or the carer allowance.

We also note the big employers for
women of industries covering retail
and health plus social assistance.

These poorer regions are the hardest
hit by low interest rates and are the
real casualties of a budget out of
control.




Part Rate Aust Part Rate

Labour Force Regions Feb Qtr 15| |Variables Means Feb 2015 Qtr
Queensland - Outback 81.0| [Fem Employed full time 25.9 0.75
Western Australia - Outback 78.2| [Median personal inc $577 0.72
Brisbane Inner City 76.6| [Fem Inc S1000-1249 6.6 0.69
Darwin 76.6| |[Median hhold inc $1,234 0.64
[MelbourneTimer T 39| [Femncsizsoaess w3 ow
Perth - North East 73.7| |Fem Aged 35-39 7.1 0.64
Mackay 73.1| [Inc S1500-1999 8.5 0.63
Brisbane - North 72.9| |Employed full time 47.9 0.63
Sydney - Inner West 71.7| [Per Cap Wages Income $20,828 0.63
Sydney - City and Inner South 71.6( |Fam $S3000-3499 5.8 0.63
Perth - North West 71.0| [Median familyinc $1,481 0.63
Sydney - North Sydney and Hornsby 70.9| [Aged 35-39 7.0 0.63
Moreton Bay - South 70.9| [Fam $2500-2999 8.2 0.63
Sydney - Eastern Suburbs 70.7| |Fem Inc $1500-1999 45 0.61
Australian Capital Territory 70.5| [Fam $3500-3999 2.6 0.60
Brisbane - South 70.4| |Aged 40-44 7.1 0.60
Fitzroy 70.2| [Fem Aged 30-34 6.8 0.58
Northern Territory - Outback 70.1 [Aged 30-34 6.8 0.58
Brisbane - East 69.9( |Inc S2000+ 9.7 0.58
Sydney - Northern Beaches 69.8| |[Fem Aged 25-29 7.0 0.57
Bunbury 69.6| |Aged 25-29 7.1 0.57
Sydney - Outer West and Blue Mountains 69.6| [persons 25-34 De Facto 33 0.56
Sydney - Ryde 69.3| |Per Capita Total Income $28,974 0.56
Perth - Inner 68.9| [Per Cap Mortgage Invest Property $10,818 0.56
Riverina 68.8| [Fem 25-29 no kids 5.7 0.54
Perth - South East 68.6| [Inc $1250-1499 6.8 0.54
Sydney - Baulkham Hills and Hawkesbury 68.4( [Fam S4000+ 4.1 0.54

67.8| [Fem Inc S800-999 7.4 0.53
Sydney - Sutherland 67.7| |Per Cap Incorp Assets $12,038 0.52
Gold Coast 67.7| [Fem 35-39 no kids 1.9 0.52

Table 2. High Participation Rate
Profiles Feb Quarter 2015.

At far left are the 30 Australian
regions with the highest
participation rates for the February
Quarter 2015.

In the centre we have the
demographic groups which are
located disproportionately within
these regions.

Here we have an interesting cross
section of Australian regions, from
the densely packed inner cities out
to the sparely populated outback
regions of western, northern and
eastern Australia.

We see younger men and women on
third quartile and top quartile
incomes, with higher incomes
negatively geared against
investment properties.

Two characteristics stand out
however: both the male and female
adult in the family have full time
jobs and they have very few kids.
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Participation Rates & Qualifications: Male & Female

Inner city, provincial blue collar and remote labour force regions with high participation rates contain a high proportion of graduates and
those with low participation rates contain a high proportion of men and women with certificate qualifications. In between we find middle
class Australian regions where both men and women hold diploma qualifications.
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Participation Rates & Field of Study: Male

0.60 —

Men with jobs tend to have studied Science, IT, Commerce and Arts. Those without jobs are
more likely to have studied engineering, construction, agriculture, education or hospitality.
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Participation Rates & Field of Study: Female

0.60 1 Women with jobs tend to have studied Science, IT, Engineering, Architecture and the Creative Arts. The women 1400
who studied Health or Hospitality courses tend to have dropped out of the workforce voluntarily or simply can't
find work.
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Male & Female Participation Rates by Age

0.80
G Participation rates for young men and women
increase as they turn 20 and move into regions
0.60 with high jobs growth. They remain high until
women turn 35-39 and men turn 40-44.
The participation rates then drop quickly until
0.40 they both turn 50-54 and then ease gradually into
full retirement, often in a sea change retirement
region in NSW or Queensland.
0.20
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Participation Rates and Weekly Family Income

Participation rates increase across Labour Force regions as their 2011 family income
increases above 5400 per week. We can add about ten percent to bring these incomes up to
2015 levels. Below 5400 per week the figures are distorted by a small number of wealthy

families with low income students.

Participation rates across the bottom two income quartiles are relatively low, compared to
the national average of 65.5 percent. In the third quartile participation rates jump sharply

and then flatten out across the top quartile.
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Participation Rates & Occupation Male

0.60 Steady jobs for men in the regions with high participation rates are held by professionals and clerks. In 140.0

the low participation rate regions they are held by Tradies, salesmen and blue collar workers. In regions

with average levels of participation we find more managers and service workers.
0.40 120.0
0.20 100.0
0.00 80.0

Managers & Professionals  Tec des Community & Clerical & Admin
Farmers Personal
-0.20 60.0
-0.40 40.0
-0.60 20.0
-0.80 0.0
W Part Rate Feb 2015 Qtr [0 Aust Means (RHS)
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Participation Rates & Occupation Female

0.60 Australian inner city regions with the highest participation rates are dominated by women 140.0
with professional jobs. In the older retirement regions we find more service workers and
sales jobs.
0.40 In more middle class suburban regions we find managers and clerks. 120.0
0.20 100.0
0.00 - 80.0
Fem Managers & Fem Professionals  Fe| &  FemClerical & Fe ns Fem Machine
Farmers Admin operators & drivers
-0.20 - 60.0
-0.40 40.0
-0.60 20.0
-0.80 0.0

W Part Rate Feb 2015 Qtr O Aust Means (RHS)
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Participation Rates & Employment: Male & Female
- . X X - 180.0
140 | 'nvery high participation rate regions adult men and women each have two full time jobs. As the rate drops down towards the average, we |
find women employed away from home and both men and women working in the grey economy. The dominant characteristic of low
participation rate regions is that men and women are not in the workforce or are unemployed and seeking work.
160.0
0.90
140.0
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-0.10
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Participation Rates & Mothers and Children

0.60 Whatever their age, women with no child or one 140.0
child have a high likelihood of holding a job. If
they have a second child their participation rate
0.50 drops significantly and if they have a third, their
job prospects drop significantly. 120.0
0.40
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Participation Rates & Transfer Payments
0.60 140.0
The more welfare payments you receive, the more likely you are to be found living in a low income and low participation rate region in
the coast retirement strip along the east coast.
0.40 But many middle income families being paid Family Tax A or B to encourage them to stay in the workforce have participation rate 120.0
profiles only marginally less negative than persons on a disability pension. The only group receiving a transfer payment in regions with
above average participation rates are those on Youth Allowance.
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Participation Rates & Sources of Income

r . . . . _ . — $180,000
All the income groups - except those on transfer payments - tend to receive higher incomes because they live in regions where men and >
women hold down two full time jobs. The group with the highest participation rate profile is wage earners. Those on maximum welfare

| payments live in regions where housing is cheap, participation rates are very low and unemployment rates are high. Lower interest rates
make life worse for these regions, not better. - $160,000

- $140,000
- $120,000
- §100,000
Per Cap Bank Income  Per Capita Share Per Cap Invest Per Cap Unincorp Per Cap Wages Pe Per Capita Total

Income Property Income Income Income Income - $80,000
- $60,000
- $40,000
- $20,000

e $0
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Participation Rates & Previous Votes

0.80 140.0
Kevin Rudd was elected in 2007 with the support of blue collar Christian families on the edges of major cities, which tend to have one
breadwinner and rely on Family Tax payments. Julia Gillard was re-elected in 2010 with the support of welfare and industry groups which
benefitted directly or indirectly from the stimulus package. Both groups swinging to Laborin 2007 and 2010 have lower participation rates
than the average Labor voter. Green voters tend to live in suburbs where men and women hold down two full time jobs and they paid for
0.60 Labor's spending packages. 120.0
In 2013 Tony Abbott won the election with the support of 2010 Labor voters with low participation rates, pushing up the participation rates
for the remaining Labor voters and leaving Abbott with more welfare dependent voters.
0.40 100.0
0.20 80.0
60.0
ALP 2PP 2007 Vote AL ing  ALP 2PP 2010 Votes Al 0 Green Primary 2010 ALP 2PP 2013 Votes  ALP 2PP 2010to 13
ytT Swing
0.20 :l/\l: 40.0
-0.40 20.0
-0.60 0.0
W Part Rate Feb 2015 Qtr O Aust Means (RHS)
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Participation Rates Feb 2015, ALP 2PP 2013 & Greens 2010

0.80
Young family regions across Australia with the highest participation rates
have the highest proportions of Green and ALP votes.

0.60 P — As voters age past 35 years, they get promoted, pay off the house, start
saving, the spouse drops back to a part time job, both of them
experience teenage children and begin voting for the Coalition.

0.40 As they age past 65, they leave the workforce, acquire grandchildren and
some of them start to vote Green then Labor then once again. This has
been the pattern since 1966.
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Current Education

0-60 For all the money and effort that Labor put into the Gonski funding reforms, there was no 400

significant swing to Labor nationally from parents of any current education group.

Young men and women at TAFE courses swung significantly against Labor - despite the funding L 350
040 |l promises from PM Rudd during the campaign.
Parents of school children are looking for better outcomes, rather than more funding.
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Industry Male

0.80
Once again we see the lack of support from Labor's working families of 2007 and from Gillard's manufacturing base of support in
2010. Ifthe ALP or the ACTU were running a campaign supporting Labor across any of the 19 major industries there is no sign of it
here, with not one significant swing to Labor candidates. Despite all the money thrown by Labor at manufacturing, the
manufacturing seats in Melbourne and Adelaide went backwards for Labor candidates. This is the worst industry profile we have
0-60 |1 seen for Labor since we started profiling elections back to 1966.
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Industry Female

0-80 We see the lack of any positive demographic traction for Labor among female Industry groups. The only significant response
from Labor's 2013 campaign from women was from the small group of women working in Utilities and they swung against
Labor.
0.60 Since 2007, more than half of the extra million jobs created by Labor have been in public admin, education and health and
there was absolutely no return for Rudd in 2013 in terms of votes.
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Employment: Male & Female
0.60 ) . . B . . . 180.0
We finally see here some signs of a response from a Labour market demographic to Labor's 2013 campaign. In this case it is from women
working full time, who may have been worried by Labor's campaign against possible job cuts by an incoming Abbott Government. However
women working part time - who tend to be the second income earners - swung the other way. Net return to Labor in terms of votes: Nil.
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The Web
0.60 ] . . . . .- . 200.0
For all the money and effort that Labor put into the NBN, Labor candidates received no tangible benefit in terms of significant
votes or swings in 2013.
. . . . . . 180.0
Those homes with dial up which had swung to Labor in 2010 and which would presumably benefit from the NBN, even swung
0.40 against Labor in 2013. We would expect to see signs of Gen Y web junkies here, somewhere, swinging to Labor.
. . 160.0
In terms of votes won for dollars spent, the NBN was - like Gonski - a waste of scarce Government resources.
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Family Budgets

)

0.60 $5,000
In 2007 and 2010 Labor won consecutive elections, despite a swing against the ALP from higher income families.
In 2013 Labor has convincingly lost an election, despite gaining non significant swings from higher income families in Coalition seats $4,500
0.40 |—1 As we are looking here at Two Party Preferred votes, perhaps it would be more accurate to say that Tony Abbott lost support from
traditional higher income Liberal families, despite his best efforts to present them with a gold plated Paid Parental Leave Scheme. $4,000
$3,500
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Sources of Income & Debt
0.60 $180,000
Coalition voters tend to have higher per capita incomes from business names, private companies and superannuation. They
also have slightly lower, but still high levels of per capita debt from investment loans, personal loans and credit cards. For Labor
voters the positions are reversed.
$160,000
0.40 |—] Interms of swingin 2013, there is nothing of statistical significance here, but it seems the higher income groups we saw
earlier, which swung against Tony Abbott, tended to be small business types, with a registered business name and high levels
of credit card debt. This doesn't look like a ringing endorsement of either Abbott or his shadow Treasurer Joe Hockey. $140,000
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Commonwealth Transfer Payments

these voters oppose tobacco taxes, as do lower income groups who tend to smoke more than the rich.

Despite all of the resources allocated by the Gillard and Rudd Governments to the NDIS, disabled pensioners and their carers
failed to swing their votes to Labor - in fact there was a non significant movement in the reverse direction. Labor leaders did
not appreciate how many persons had gamed the privatised job placement system to gain access to the disability benefit and
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Political
1.00 —
In 2013 Labor lost significant numbers of the persons who

The overwhelming majority of voted Labor in 2010, particularly those who had swung to 190.0
0.80 voters support the same party, Gillard from 2007 to 2010.

election after election. We see

this from the strong correlation In fact the strongest predictor of the anti-Labor swing in
0.60 between the 2013 Labor 2PP 2013 was those persons who swung to Labor in 2010. This

. —

e e T e was the dominant characteristic of the swings against Labor

2007 and 2010. —y in NSW and Queensland state elections.
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